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Malahem and Fatan; Critical study of three narrations of
Alfatan Book of Naim Ibn Hammad

Abbas Basiri?

Abstract

Various political, ideological and military turbulences and conflicts of various Islamic
sects and religions are assumed as evident specifications of history of Islam that its
extensive consequences were reflected in the Islamic knowledge and studies. “Malahem
and Fatan” is one of illustrative examples of these studies in the Islamic narrative sciences
context. They claimed that using the contents of verses and hadithes are able to present
predictive narrations of future events and news. Alfatan Book of Naim Ibn Hammad,
with the subject of multiple intrigues is assumed as one of these works. In this paper,
in addition to critical study on three narrations of this book about intrigues after demise
of prophet, validity of these narrations are assessed to specify the historical and citation
validity thereof by internal and external criticism. This assessment was provided relying on
the critical historical view and analysis of narrations, Rijal’ books and use of internal and
external criticism of respective narrations. Summary of results indicated that the respective
narrations in terms of internal and external criticism have no required reliability as historical
narrations and difficultly may be accepted as reasonable and reliable narrations.
Keywords: Naim Ibn Hammad, Malaham, Fatan, Narration, Internal Criticism, External

Criticism.

'C)l)@‘ o Kaiily FM..»I @)U Lg):fa L;Mh A
2. PhD student in History of Islam, University of Tehran.
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Religious nature and social composition of Iranian movements
in first Islamic centuries

Dr. Mohammadali Chelongar* Mohammad Nabi Ghazanfari®

Abstract

Collapse of Sassanid Dynasty and entry of Islam into Iran was the beginning of
collapse of sociopolitical and cultural structures of ancient age and a development
in the fundamentals of Iranians social life that within second and third centuries
AH, expressed different reactions and positions under impact of politics and direct
ruling style of government and agents of caliphate system. Iranians’ effective and
sensible accompaniment and participation in Abbasid movement for objection and
opposition to the extensive oppression and discrimination of Umayyad Rule was
assumed as important points of these developments which helped the restoration
of sociopolitical role of Iranians at the east of Islamic world and provided
important consequences. Upon victory of Abbasids due to help of Iranian element,
particularly Khorasanians leading by Abumoslem, and stabilization of Abbasid
Caliphate, Iranians that due to sociopolitical pressures and social frustration at
Umayyad age cooperated with this movement hoping to provide better conditions
and promises of Abbasid promoters, and provided the favorite result of its leaders,
another time observed violations and discriminations of Caliphate. Particularly,
upon murder of Abumoslem that was assumed as manifestation of Iranians hope,
the needed excuse was provided for coping with Abbasid government. Hence, in
2nd and 3rd century AH, Iranians that were aware of their sociopolitical ability of
role-playing more than ever, relying on their historical and ideological established
movements and insurrections against caliphate. This study analyzed the religious
nature and social composition of its followers based on descriptive-expressive
method relying on library references. According to the results, most of the said
movements in terms of religious nature had an Iranian and Zoroastrian theme
and in some cases were a combination of Zoroastrian, Mazdak and Khorramdin
religions and sometimes the leaders of these movements intended to amend the
Zoroastrian rites and conform it to Islamic fundamentals and attempted to use the
religious commonalities between Islam and Zoroastrian. Considering the motto of
egalitarianism and justice-seeking of these movements, a lot of people from low
class of society accompanied these movements.
Keywords: First Islamic Centuries, Iranian Movements, Behafarid, Sinbad, Isaac,

Moghana.
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Education and Modern Science in the Safavid Period
Ali Asghar Rajabi®  Hadi Bayati*

Abstract

The historical synchronicity of Iran and The West after The Renaissance established a new,
widespread, political, economic and cultural relation between the Iranian society and the European
countries that it had a tremendous political and economic impact on the Iranian society. One of the
most important consequences of this condition was the acquaintance of Iranians with the modern
science and its achievements. The importance of these modern science’s achievements especially
in the crucial areas such as military affairs caused both the Safavid governors and artisans seek to
learn the modern science. This paper, through a descriptive-historical study and based on the library
resources not only will examines the education in the Safavid age in general but also the condition
of modern science in particular. According to this work’s findings, the establishment of the Safavid
government was at the same time with the beginning of the scientific revolution in The West and its
wonderful developments. Despite the fact that a widespread relation between Iran and The West
established in this era, the primary acquaintance of the Safavid society with new production, the
modern science’s achievements and their efforts in order to learn the modern science were useless
due to some reasons such as the religious policy of Safavids, the monopoly of sciences and schools
by Ulama, lack of suitable condition for the modern science education, having a short-term look at it,
lack of a long-term program and attention to the modern science. Finally, the fall of Safavid and the
beginning of a chaotic condition failed all the Safavid’s attempts to gain the modern science.
Keywords: Safavid, Education, Modern Science, Europeans.
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A Critical Study on Some Internal Researches of the Sect of
Ahl-e Haqq

Farshad Salimi3 Mohammad Reza Zadeh Safari*

Abstract

The sect known as Ahl-e Haqq (it’s also named Ali-O- Allahi, Nasiri, Malek Tavusi and Cheragh Khamoosh
amongst local people by mistake) is one of the Iranian religious sects that have been spread among people in
the western Iran and the Zagros Mountain. From the ordinary people’s view and even among the academic
circles, Ahl-e Haqq has been introduced as an Islamic sect. The main center of this sect has been located in
the town of Kerned-e-Qarb, in Kermanshah province and the Kurds, especially the Guranian ones, consisted
most of its followers. Beliefs, customs, traditions, and rituals of these people that are seemingly an amalgam
of Jewish, Christianity, Islam and Zoroastrian beliefs have provided an ideal venue for the historical researches
and religious studies about this sect by external and internal researchers. These researcher’s works are full
of contradiction and misunderstanding due to the fact that they have not relied on the primary sources. In
this case, one can find more mistakes through the internal researches written in the Persian language (Farsi)
than external ones. Therefore, this article, due to the abundance of contradictory explanations about this
sect, not only will revise the studies mentioned before but also criticize their internal and external content
through critical methods. According to this work’s Achievements, due to a complement of biological and faith
factors of the followers of this sect and the research weaknesses, one can see a different and contradictory
view towards the faiths and historical nature of the Ahl-e Haqq sect. In meanwhile, the historical anachronism,
passive and selective attitudes towards the historical sources, religious origins of researchers and lack of
linguistic knowledge are the most important reasons that paved the way for a misjudgment of this sect.
Keywords: sect, Ahl-e Haqq, nasiri, Persian researches.
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The position of correspondences in historical researches
(focusing on correspondences of Haj Mohamamd Kazem
Malekottojar Tabrizi to his son Haj Hossein Agha Malek)

Maghsoodali Sadeghi? Ali Manouchehri#

Abstract

Correspondences including Soltaniat (formal letters), Akhvaniat (friendly letters) and Divaniat (judicial
and financial letters) are assumed as important part of historical documents that use thereof in the historical
researches, inadditionto data based on main contents of correspondences mayimplicitly provide the requirements
for perception of sociopolitical and cultural status of historical periods. Correspondences of Malekottojar Tabrizi to
his son Haj Hossein Agha Malek (within 19051917-) is a sample of familial correspondences known as Akhvaniat
are referred to the recent of Qajar Era that considering the socioeconomic situation of authors, inevitably is
assumed as an important references for perception of different aspects of sociopolitical life within that historical
period. The present study analyzed the assessment of importance and position of these correspondences as a
case sample of correspondences and biography writing in the collection of historical documents and references
of Qajar Era. According to the results, correspondences of Malekottojar from Tehran to his son Haj Hossein Agha
in Mashhad, within 19451947- from one side included frequent information about political and socioeconomic
status of Iran within the said era such as constitutional movement, court status, political conditions of Khorasan,
traditional medicine of Qajar Era, jurisprudential-legal issues etc., and on the other side are very useful for
assistance to biography writing of Malekottojar and Haj Hossein Agha. These documents provide valuable
information about one of the greatest endowments of Astan Ghods (Imam Reza Shrine) means endowments of
Malek, and therefore have important position in the historical studies of Qajar Era.
Keywords: Mohammad Kazem Malekottojar Tabrizi, Hossein Agha Malek, Correspondences, Khorasan,

Qajar Era.
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Manichaeism in Transoxiana and Turkestan
Seyyed Fuad Mireskandari?

Abstract

Manichaeism was an Iranian religion that defined its prophecy behind its linguistic
and ethnic origins. Therefore, in different historical periods, under the influence of
political, economic and cultural factors, Manichaeism transcended the borders and
moved towards new lands. Transoxiana and Turkestan were regions where accepted
Manichaeism. In some parts of history, these regions had an important role in the religion
and politics. The present article, through a descriptive- explanatory method and based
on the library resources, will examine the process and consequences of Manichaeism in
these areas. According to this paper’s achievements, Manichaeism was initially entered
the territory of Turkestan and Transoxiana by missionaries and then, under the political
auspices of the Uighur Empire, it spread in Turkestan and even China. Manichaeism
managed to acquire a noticeable political and cultural position there. Finally, After the
Uighur Empire was defeated by the Muslim Turks of Kyrgyz in 3 AH/ 9 AD, Manichaeism
gradually disappeared from Turkestan and Transoxiana.
Keywords: Mani, Manichaeism, Transoxiana, Turkestan, Uighur Empire.
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2. MA student of Islamic history at Shahid Beheshti University.
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Georgian Governors of Khuzestan during the Safavid’s Period
(Vakhushti dynasty)

Masoud Vali Arab3 Amin Ghezelbashan*

Abstract

The first experience of Georgians government in Khuzestan province goes back to the
period of Shah Safi. At the time of Shah Safi, Khuzestan government was given to Vakhushti
Khan who had been promoted from slavery to Beglerbegi( which literary means Commander of
Commanders). The appointment of Vakhushti Khan as Shushtar governor, the seat government
of Khuzestan province, was an example of the new way of ruling based on Third Power that led
to evident developments in the socio-political and economic condition under their government.
Vakhushti dynasty, through showing their loyalty to the Safavid dynasty and consolidation of their
relations with the Safavid rulers, could promote in the Safavid court. This capable family protected
Shushtar and Dezful very well in a way that Georgian government lasted around 120 years till
the rise of the Zands. This paper, through a descriptive-historical study and based on the library
resources, will examine the role and position of Vakhushti Khan, his children and great children as
the governors of Khuzestan and the socio-political and economic consequences of their presence
in this territory. According to this survey, the Vakhushti dynasty could show a quite good experience
of stable ruling in Khuzestan province that led to the prosperity and well-being in the social and
economic level and the security and continuity of government in the political level.
Keywords: Safavi, Georgian, Vakhashti khan dynasty, Shoushtar, Dzful.
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